
 

 

SEND Local Offer and information report 
Sandhurst Primary School 2023-2024 

The Children and Families Act 2014 says that all maintained schools must publish a Special Educational Needs (SEN) Information Report every year. In this 
report, we explain how we meet our duties towards pupils with special educational needs and disabilities. It will be shown on our school website and in the 
‘local offer’ found at: 

https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/special-educational-needs 

We will review this report every year. If you want to give us your views about the report, please contact the school office. 

The school’s SEN policy provides detailed information on each of the areas outlined below. We want the children who attend Sandhurst Primary School to 
leave us in Year 6 with the skills and positive thinking needed to achieve their ambitions and to lead happy, successful lives. We believe all children’s 
potential is limitless and encourage children to exceed their own expectations. We hold this as true for every child who attends our school, regardless of 
background or special need. 

The SEND Register has been modified in line with the requirements of the new SEN Code of Practice. At present we have: 12.1% SEND which includes 1 
pupil with an EHC plan. 

Mrs Rachael Lucas is the special educational needs co-ordinator (SENCo) at Sandhurst Primary School. She can be contacted by phone 01580 850288 or by 
email: rlucas@sandhurst.kent.sch.uk 

If parents have a complaint about the provision of SEN support they should follow the complaints procedure outlined in the school’s “Concerns and 
Complaints” policy. 

 

Admissions 

Sandhurst is an inclusive school. This means we provide for children with all types of special educational needs. If parents want a place for a child who has 
an Education Health and Care plan, they should contact their Assessment and Planning Officer at Kent County Council. If parents want a place for any other 
child with special educational needs, they should apply as normal and their application will be considered in the same way as applications from children 
without special educational needs. 

 



 

 

Giving children and parents a voice 

We believe that it is important that children and parents are listened to and have a part in understanding and forming the provision at our school. We value 
pupil and parents view, we therefore hold Pupil Progress Reiviews three times a year between parents of children with SEN, the class teacher (CT) and 
SENCo. Within these meetings parents are informed about the targets (through a personalised plan) and provision put in place for their child with suggested 
ways to help at home. At the end of the intervention period parents are given feedback and an opportunity to review the targets against progress and 
outcomes made. Pupil voice takes a significant role within the process, children have the opportunity to target set with their class teacher, alongside having 
the opportunity to have their say to ensure that each child are actively learning and enjoying their interventions. If the child is looked after by the local 
authority they will also have a Care Plan including a Personal Education Plan (PEP) and a Health plan. We will co-ordinate these plans with their learning 
plans. We will involve parents and carers as well as foster carers or social workers in discussions. Where Children have an Education Health Care Plan, a 
provision plan will be in place and one of the reviews across the year will be a formal annual review. In addition, we have a school council, with 
representatives from each class. The school council meets regularly and their views are taken seriously by the school leadership team. 

Identification 

We aim to identify children’s special educational needs (SEN) as early as possible, so that they achieve the best possible outcomes. A child or young person 
has SEN if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special educational provision to be made for him or her. A child of compulsory school 
age or a young person has a learning difficulty or disability if he or she has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the 
same age, or has a disability which prevents or hinders him or her from making use of facilities of a kind generally provided for others of the same age in 
mainstream schools. 

Children with special educational needs are identified by: 

➢ Tracking their progress using Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) assessment 

➢ Home visits - EYFS 

➢ Language for Learning, Language and Speech Link assessments 

➢ Class Teacher (CT) assessment 

➢ Year 1 Phonics assessment, NFER tests 

➢ Standardised reading and spelling tests 

➢ Dyslexia Screening Test 



 

 

➢ Dyscalculia Screener Test 

➢ Special Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO) assessments (Ravens, EVT, BPVS) 

➢ Assessment by outside agencies 

➢ Response to parental concern or staff concern 

➢ Parents express concerns about their child by talking to CTs, SENCO and the Head Teacher (HT). 

 

Children may be identified as having special educational needs in one or more of the following areas: 

➢ Cognition and learning 

➢ Communication and interaction 

➢ Social, emotional and mental health difficulties 

➢ Sensory and/or physical needs 

➢ Speech and language 

 

Where pupils do not meet the criteria for inclusion on the SEND register but still present with a need for some additional support, they will be included on 
the school’s monitoring register. This register and will be monitored closely by the CT and SENCO to ensure that the provision in place enables them to 
make good progress. 

 

What do we do to help children with SEND? 

High quality teaching which is differentiated and scaffolded up for individual pupils, is the first step in responding to pupils who have or may have SEN. 
Additional intervention and support cannot compensate for a lack of good quality teaching. We regularly and carefully review the quality of teaching for all 
pupils, including those at risk of underachievement. This includes reviewing and, where necessary, improving, teachers’ understanding of strategies to 



 

 

identify and support vulnerable pupils and their knowledge of the SEN most frequently encountered. SEN Code of Practice (2014, 6.37). SEN training is 
offered to all staff and we also ensure that specific members of staff attend tailored training where necessary. We have members of staff trained and 
experienced to work with children with Autism, language difficulties, gross motor difficulties, hearing impaired and we ensure that this is updated as 
needed. We make full use of advice and training offered to us particularly from Broomhill Bank Specialist school, the Specialist Teaching and Learning 
Service and an Educational Psychologist. 

We aim to help children with SEN achieve independence and so we do not always simply place a child with SEN with an adult in lessons. We carefully 
consider their provision and build in times of scaffolded independent learning for either part of the day or part of each lesson. Where a child does need 1:1 
support, we ensure that this is with a teacher for part of each day. We have class provision maps which detail the individual and group provision available in 
the class. The provision is planned by the CT in consultation with parents, the SENCo, the child and other involved adults such as the Specialist Teaching 
Service. It is checked and overseen by the SENCo. We prefer our additional provision to take place in short, effective bursts. We expect our teachers to 
differentiate all their planning and for SEN children to be carefully considered and catered for in all lessons. 

We follow the Mainstream Core Standards advice developed by Kent County Council to ensure that our teaching conforms to best practice. In meeting the 
Mainstream Core Standards the school employs some additional teaching approaches, as advised by internal and external assessments e.g. one to one 
support, small group teaching, use of ICT software. When it is evident that a child may have specific needs which are limiting progress, a referral is made to 
the Local Inclusion Forum Team for assessments from the Specialist Teaching and Learning Service. The school works with the service and progress is 
regularly reviewed. The mainstream core standards can be found here: 

https://www.kelsi.org.uk/special-education-needs/inclusion/the-mainstream-core-standards 

 

How we adapt our curriculum and resources for children with SEND 

All pupils will have access to a broad and balanced curriculum. We will set high expectations for all pupils. We make planning and resource decisions based 
on a child's personal targets and on-going specialist advice. Our staff are experienced and we also trust their own judgement. It is the class teacher’s 
responsibility to plan and resource lessons effectively for all children. For those children being identified as having SEN that requires a high level of provision 
High Needs Funding is applied for through the Kent Online System. Our school will work with you and your child, to identify the provision and interventions 
needed to enable your child to make progress. The top-up funding is agreed for one year but the provision for your child will be reviewed three times 
during the school year. If a high level of provision is still required after a year, the school will reapply for funding. This is overseen by the SENCO. The 
progress of all children is carefully monitored at pupil progress meetings. 

 



 

 

 

Transitions 

Children with SEND are supported in transitions to other settings through: 

➢ multi-agency transition planning meetings including parents e.g. nursery into Reception 

➢ transition meetings with secondary school staff 

➢ in-school transition meetings between CTs and TAs in summer term 

➢ careful preparation for children including visits, social stories, buddies  

 

School trips 

Children with SEND are included in activities outside the classroom, including school trips, with: 

➢ careful preparation and planning by CTs, including pre-visit if needed 

➢ rigorous risk-assessment 

➢ provision of additional adults if needed 

➢ preparation of children using social stories 

➢ communication with parents prior to the trip 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Sandhurst Primary School Whole School Provision Map 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quality First teaching Whole School Approach 



 

 

Interventions and Support offered at Sandhurst (1:1 or small group) 

 


