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NEWSLETTER

September 2025

Whole School Update

On behalf of the governors, staff and children at Sandhurst Primary School, | would like to
extend our warmest wishes to you all for a very Merry Christmas.

Although this very long term has seen the inevitable rise in coughs, colds and seasonal bugs, it
has been a real pleasure to spend such a joyful and busy few weeks together as Team
Sandhurst. The children and staff have worked incredibly hard and embraced the Christmas
term with their usual enthusiasm, resilience and good humour.

There has been much to celebrate too. Events have included class
parties, our delightful production of ‘Born in a Barn’, a beautiful
carol service at St Nicholas Church, Christmas lunch and jumper
day, Christmas shopping and a thoroughly enjoyable trip to the
White Rock Theatre to see ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’. These
experiences have created many happy memories for our children
and staff alike.

Thank you, as always, for the generous cards, gifts and kind messages we have received, and
for your continued support throughout the year. We are extremely grateful to our PTFA,
whose dedication and hard work play such an important role in school life. This term alone,
they have provided a fantastic fireworks evening, a Christmas shopping event for the children
and a truly wonderful Christmas Fair.

As the term draws to a close, we say farewell to Mrs Sellick as she continues her training
towards her teaching qualification, and to Mrs Palumbo as she begins her maternity leave for
baby number three. Both will be greatly missed by children and staff and we wish them every
happiness in the next chapters of their journeys.

We hope that all our families enjoy a restful and happy Christmas
break. With our very best wishes for the New Year, we look
forward to welcoming everyone back safely and refreshed on
Monday 5th January 2025.
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Wow! What a busy fun filled Christmas term we have had in Potter Class!

At the beginning of term, we welcomed Mrs Lucas back to Potter Class after
her maternity leave. The children adjusted to this change incredibly well and
all proved to be true resilient Potter Superstars!

The children have all made significant progress in their phonics this term

and in maths we have been learning how to subitise numbers to 5, make
two groups of number to make 5 and explored the concept of part and whole.

We started the term learning about Remembrance Day, and then began
exploring lots of different marvellous machines found inside and outside of
our homes and school. We were very lucky to have an old vintage car and a
vintage tractor visit us at school and we were able to compare old vehicles
with new ones. We learnt how to use a toaster to make toast, and then we
practised using a knife to cut the toast up into pieces to share with our

friends. This helped us to develop the mathematical idea of whole and part
as well as exploring shape and quantity. We used small recyclable materials
to make our own machines and built machines on a larger scale in the garden using construction materials.

In forest school this term,we have been developing our fine and gross physical
skills by playing fun games, collecting nature items and making things out of
natural materials. We learnt how to make a fire and how to be safe around the
fire circle. We then had a fire and cooked popcorn for a tasty snack.

As Christmas approached, we started to learn our Christmas performance songs
and rehearse for our school Nativity. The children all blew us away with their

incredible performance on the stage alongside Key Stage 1 and we were all very
proud of them being brave enough to stand up and perform to a such a big audience Well done, Potters!

Finally, Potter Class, would like to wish you all a very Happy Christmas and we look forward to sharing many
more exciting learning experiences with you all in 2026.
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Nightingale Class

What a fun, fabulous and festive term it has been!

Nightingale were showstoppers in the Nativity. | am so
impressed with how well they remembered all the cues and
all the words to the songs! They made wonderful angels and

shepherds.

Aside from Nativity practice, we have been very busy in the classroom. |
am overjoyed by the progress in reading and writing this term. Many
children are becoming secure with lots of new sounds and are beginning
to read fluently. We are grateful for the supportive approach to reading
at home; it really does make a difference. | hope you enjoy the stories
that they have ‘published’ to bring home. We used the story of ‘Stick
Man’ as our base, and then each child edited the story with their own
ideas. We loved hearing their ideas and seeing their beautiful writing.

We have been busy in maths, learning more addition and subtraction,
including mastering ‘fact families” which is very tricky! The children
becoming experts! We also have loved learning about 3D and 2D shapes.

In science, we have continued our learning about everyday materials. We have enjoyed testing
materials and learning their properties. We enjoyed a lovely walk around Sandhurst village for
our geography lessons, as well as investigating hedgerows in the local area. The class are very
interested in geographical aspects of life and were really focused and engaged. They have
loved the RE learning about the birth of Muhammed when they really connected with how
difficult his life must have been, and understood how different it would have been to live in
Saudi Arabia.

We have really enjoyed sharing all of the festivities in the run-up to

Christmas. We hope you have a wonderful time and look forward to seeing
you all in 2026!! Mrs Player and Mrs Manser
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What a wonderfully busy and memorable term Darwin
Class has had! Throughout the term, the children have
shown fantastic enthusiasm, curiosity and resilience in all
areas of learning, and we are incredibly proud of
everything they have achieved.

Learning about animals and their habitats captured the
children’s interest and curiosity. They explored different
types of habitats, discovered where plants and animals
live, learned how animals adapt to their environments,
and developed an understanding of food chains. A real highlight was exploring our local area,
where the children loved spotting and identifying living things in their natural habitats.

Map skills were a key focus this term, and the
children rose to the challenge brilliantly. They
became confident at using a compass

to locate places around the UK

and practised reading map keys to help them find
and interpret different locations independently.
Inspired by the beautiful Christmas story ‘The Bear
and the Hare’, the children produced some
wonderful writing. They enjoyed imagining what
the animals might be saying throughout the story
and used their senses to describe the settings in detail. Creating class story circles helped the
children to secure the sequence of events, leading to a final independent piece of writing
that showcased their creativity and developing skills — work they were rightly very proud of.

The term ended on a real high with a magnificent performance of ‘Born in a Barn’. The
children impressed everyone by learning their lines, acting with expressions and singing
confidently and enthusiastically. They were a true credit to themselves and to their families.
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Pankhurst Class

What a fantastic term Pankhurst Class has had!

This term, the children have thoroughly enjoyed their Forest School sessions, where they
created wonderful crafts and even cooked delicious snacks over an open fire. A huge thank
you to Mrs Dodson, Mr Digby and Mrs Preddy for leading these sessions and making them
such a positive experience for the children.

In design and technology, our theme has been food. After learning about the importance of a
balanced diet, the children developed valuable life skills including chopping, peeling and
grating. They prepared two dishes in class: tacos — with a choice of chicken, beef or a
vegetarian filling and a freshly made ratatouille, cooked in the slow cooker. It was wonderful
to see how much the children enjoyed tasting their creations!

In Geography, we explored our local area using Ordnance Survey
maps, identifying landmarks and practising the use of four-digit grid references.

We are incredibly proud of the progress the class has made in developing their multiplication
fluency, particularly with the 2, 4 and 8 times tables.

This is only a glimpse of everything we have been busy with this term. We are extremely
proud of the children’s hard work, enthusiasm and dedication. We hope everyone enjoys a
very well-earned rest over the festive break.

Mrs Reeves and Mrs Preddy

Kindness Enjoyment Challenge



Shakespeare Class

What a busy term it has been for Shakespeare Class!

We continued with our main learning theme of ‘Invasion’ and
learnt all about the Viking raids, Lindisfarne, King Athelstan and
the Normans. We loved writing playscripts for our Viking Saga and
creating our own poems based on Grendel, the monster of
Beowulf.

We’ve loved learning about food and our digestive systems even
when it did get a little bit yucky, and we learnt all about our the
structure of our teeth and dental hygiene.

The children have also been enjoying some practical activities in
DT. They made packages for healthy snacks and then had fun
making their bliss balls, which we hope you enjoy!

Along with our all of our learning in class, we also prepared for the/% & <
Christmas Carols Service. The children put so much effort into their
practice and performance, and | hope you enjoyed it as much as
we did! And oh yes, we did enjoy Jack and the Beanstalk at the

Panto.

Season’s Greetings from Shakespeare Class!
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Holmes Class

What a fabulous term we have had in Holmes Class! This term, we have continued to learn

about Dynamic Dynasties in history, we have investigated our world in geography and learnt
about the wonders of Earth and Space in science lessons.

We have loved our Earth and Space topic and the children have had some & O v Q

)

fabulous questions which our resident space expert, Miss Brinsley, has /
answered and wow-ing us all with her knowledge! We have investigated
many exciting concepts: mind boggling past beliefs; for example, the
belief that the Earth is the shape of
a cylinder with everyone living on the top flat face; how
scientists discovered that the Earth is a spherical body;
the size of the planets in relation to one another; and

the phases of the moon, using Oreos, to name a few!

In RE, we have been learning
about Islam and, in particular, Ramadan. We have explored the
Islamic calendar and the significance of Ramadan to Muslims. We

were fortunate to have Emily in to speak to us about her
experiences and share with us further insights into the significance of Ramadan.

Additionally, Holmes Class went on a trip to Sandhurst Baptist Church
to learn about Christmas from a Christian’s perspective. We had a
fabulous morning listening to the Christmas story, playing games,
quizzes, crafting and eating delicious, homemade treats!

Our geography topic has taken us around the world, exploring different

climate zones, vegetation belts, capital cities and then back closer to
home, looking at transport links and settlement types within the UK. We conducted a field trip
around Sandhurst to investigate and collect evidence against our enquiry questions, to find out
which settlement type Sandhurst is.

This term, Holmes class has also been lucky to have Mrs
Sellick with us. This week we said farewell and good luck as
she goes on her next adventure.

From all of us in Holmes Class, we wish you a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year!
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Churchill Class

It has been another busy and brilliant term for Churchill Class, particularly in their role as Year 6 leaders.
This term, the children have contributed to and supported a wide range of events across the school.
Members of Churchill Class generously gave their time to sell merchandise for Remembrance and did a
fantastic job. They also planned, organised and ran a hugely successful ‘Children in Need’ event, raising
over £350 for the charity.

Their efforts did not stop there. Churchill Class proudly showcased their excellent buddy skills by
accompanying Potter Class to the PTFA Christmas shopping event. We were also delighted to welcome
“The Sandhurst Singing Christmas Postal Service”, as the children sorted and delivered Christmas cards
with extra cheer, song and festive spirit.

Alongside their leadership roles, Churchill Class showed exceptional maturity, sensitivity and empathy
during their topic, ‘Maafa’, learning about the transatlantic slave trade. They also finished reading their
class text, Freedom, which prompted thoughtful discussion and reflection. As part of their geography
fieldwork, Year 6 were fortunate to support the local Community Speed Watch team. Thank you to
everyone involved — the children found the experience extremely interesting.

Year 6 were also exceptionally lucky to be invited to watch the Claremont Sixth Form production of
Scrooge, which we all thoroughly enjoyed.

On behalf of the whole Churchill Team, we would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year!
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Christmas Celebrations
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Christmas Celebrations
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Attendance

Attendance Update

Attendance so far this year now stands at 94.8%. Unfortunately, we are down a whole percent from this time last year.
Our persistent absentees below (90%) have risen to 31 children this term. These are mostly due to nasty bugs. Let’s
hope the Christmas break can clear them up.

We had our bounce at the beginning of this term.

Next term we will be giving out raffle tickets to the children who has only missed one day of school during Term 2,
rather than having a bounce. We will draw a winning ticket after this and the winning family will win an Amazon voucher
for £100! We will do this again in Term 5.

Al

Children can also earn raffle ticket by receiving a Gold Star for showing kindness in school or achieving something
special outside of school. This could include passing an exam, earning a certificate or even demonstrating kindness at
home.

Parents are encouraged to share photos and details of their child's accomplishments so we can celebrate their success
at school.
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Diary Dates

TERM 1 (AUTUMN)

Monday 1st September Staff training day - School Closed
Tuesday 2" September Staff training day — School Closed
Wednesday 3™ September Term 1 Starts

Friday 17*" October Term 1 Finishes

Monday 20" — Friday 24" October Half Term Holiday

Monday 27" October Term 2 Starts

Thursday 18" December Term 2 Finishes

Friday 19" December Staff training day — School Closed
Monday 22" December — Friday 2" January Christmas Holiday

Monday 5" January 2026 Term 3 Starts

Friday 13" February Term 3 Finishes

Monday 16" - Friday 20™ February Half Term Holiday

Monday 23" February Term 4 Starts

Thursday 2" April Term 4 Finishes

Friday 3" April - Friday 17" April Easter holidays

TERM 5 (SUMMER)
Monday 20" April Term 5 Starts
Monday 4" May May Day - School Closed
Friday 22" May Term 5 Finishes
Monday 25" May - Friday 29" May Half term holiday
TERM 6 (SUMMER)
Monday 1°t June Term 6 Starts
Friday 17% July Term 6 Finishes
Monday 20" July Staff training day - School Closed
Tuesday 21 July Staff training day — School Closed

School term dates and holidays are set mostly in line with Kent County Council, however, please bear in mind that the
school sets staff training days independently and these may be subject to change.
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19th Dec

5th Jan

8" Jan

19t — 22" Jan
21% Jan

23 Mar

3 Apr

INSET Day—Children not in school
Term 3 Starts

Open Morning

Bikeability — Year 6

Young Voices Concert O2 London

Class Photos

Easter Holidays
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